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CLEAN LINT TRAPS;
AVOID FIRES

Here’s an easy way to keep your
house from burning down: Clean

the lint trap in your clothes dryer
every time you use it.

Twenty people die every year in
fires caused by a clothes dryer’s
clogged exhaust system, says the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission.

The clogs most often are caused by
lint buildup.

To prevent the buildup:

• Clean the lint trap before drying
each load of laundry.

• Periodically vacuum the gasket
around the dryer door and anywhere
else lint and dust might accumulate.

• Check around the exhaust hood
covering the outlet for lint buildup
every few months.

• Properly vent your dryer so it
exhausts to the outdoors.

Aside from preventing fires, a lint-
free exhaust system helps your dryer
operate more efficiently, so it will dry
your clothes quicker and use less energy.

This public service message is brought 
to you by Belfalls Electric Cooperative.

LINES
DOWN—
BUT NOT OUT

LINES
DOWN—
BUT NOT OUT

Weather and car accidents
are the main causes of
downed power lines. Always
stay away and warn others to
stay clear of power lines. Even
if they don’t hum, spark or
“dance,” downed lines can be
dangerous—they can carry
an electric current strong
enough to cause serious
injury or even death.

Follow these rules:
• If you see a downed power line,

move away from the line and
anything touching it.

• The proper way to move away
from the line is to shuffle away
with small steps, keeping your
feet together and on the ground
at all times to minimize the
chance for a human path of
electric current.

• If someone is in direct or indirect
contact with the downed line, do
not touch the person. Call 911
instead.

• Don’t try to move a downed
power line or anything in contact
with the line by using another
object such as a broom or stick.

• Don’t drive over downed power
lines.
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During regular business hours, call:

(254) 583-7955

These are telephone numbers to call to

report outages after business hours and

on weekends and holidays.

IN EMERGENCIES

Kenneth Fikes  . . . . . .(254) 583-4556

Larry Koslosky . . . . . .(254) 583-4555

Doug Matous . . . . . . .(254) 583-2957

Bobby Skala  . . . . . . . .(254) 583-7219

Ernest Martin  . . . . . .(254) 583-2219

Joe W. Marek  . . . . . . .(254) 583-4016

James Campbell . . . . .(254) 583-2786

Jeremy Tepe  . . . . . . . .(254) 583-2557

Blackouts, rolling brownouts and
fierce weather have led more peo-

ple to buy generators in case the elec-
tricity goes out for an extended time.

But the dangers of home generators
can far outweigh the benefits if they’re
not installed and used properly.

Safety guidelines:

• Hire a licensed electrical contrac-
tor to install your generator. If you
connect the generator directly to your
home’s wiring, it can “backfeed” into
your electric cooperative’s utility lines
and electrocute lineworkers who think
they’re working on a “dead” power
line. A contractor will know that a
generator needs a transfer switch,
which makes sure that doesn’t happen.

• Likewise, plugging a portable

electric generator into a regular
household outlet can also backfeed
electricity, which can harm or even
kill utility crew members or your
neighbors.

• Plug appliances directly into the
generator, using heavy-duty, outdoor-
rated extension cords.

• Check the output rating of the
generator. It will tell you how many
appliances it can operate at once.
Overloading the generator can damage
your appliances and expensive elec-
tronic equipment. Use generators only
during emergencies, and plug in only
necessary appliances.

• Place your generator outdoors in
a dry, protected area where its deadly
exhaust fumes cannot enter the house.

• Properly ground your generator
to protect from electrical shocks.

• Turn off all appliances and equip-
ment powered by the generator before
turning the generator off.

• Don’t touch the generator while
it’s running; it can get hot enough to
burn you. And keep children away
from the generator—even when it’s
turned off.

BACK UP YOUR ELECTRICITY SAFELY

A ‘CAPITAL’ IDEA FROM YOUR CO-OP

E lectric cooperatives follow a spe-
cial set of business guidelines

because they are owned by their con-
sumers rather than by stockholders.

Most cooperatives are not-for-
profit, which means that if they collect
more money from their customers
than they need—after paying bills and
salaries, upgrading equipment, and
planning for future needs—they
refund it to the people who paid it.

Cooperative employees call these

refunds “capital credits.”
The refunds aren’t given right

away, though. Most cooperatives hold
onto the extra money for a while so
they can borrow less money and keep
their customers’ electricity rates low.

Eventually, though, the utilities
return the excess to the people who
paid it.

The refunding of capital credits 
is unique to cooperative—or 
consumer-owned—businesses.
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